HOUSE LOOP ANTENNA by Adam Gott 1990

[This file may be distributed in whole or in part as long as the author retains complete credit for his part|

PREFACE

While searching for the perfect shortwave antenna while using the limitations forced upon myself |
have finally come up with agood all around performer that is easy to construct and requires no yard
space. Yes, the 'House Loop' (or ‘Apartment Loop', as it fits in my case) is here. And boy does it
perform like a champ!

| originally heard about the ideain Monitoring Times about ayear or so ago. | have refined the idea
and have installed my own 'house loop' and must say that | was highly impressed with the initial
installation. | think that you will find this a most adequate antenna for al around shortwave
performance if you have been limited by space considerations in the past.

INSTALLATION

Installing the antennais easy. Use any type of wire (or types of wire). Y ou will need about 50-150
feet of wire, depending on your own set-up. Start the wire at (or near) your shortwave receiver and
route it around the entire perimeter of your house/apartment. Try to keep it as far apart from itself
as possible.  Your objective will be to make a square (or rectangle) with the wire around your
house. Hereisasimpleillustration to help you out.
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Use windows to your advantage whenever possible. If you have the choice from one point to the
next, use windows. The more of your antenna that you get outside, the better. If you (or your
landlord) are worried about outside wires, try using magnet wire for the antenna. Magnet wire is
extremely thin and relatively invisible from a distance.

Y our antenna can either be low or high. | have mine thumbtacked next to the ceiling and this seems
to work better for me. But | have heard of others using the floor with equally pleasing results.
Some experimentation may be necessary to determine the setup that gives you the best results.

After you have completed your loop, use asmall lenth of coax (if available) to connect your antenna
to your receiver. Connect one lead of the antenna to the braid and one lead to the center conductor
of the coax.



FURTHER SIGNAL ENHANCEMENT
| also use an antenna tuner which helps alot in attenuating the MW interference that | experience in
my area. But the antenna still provides excellent reception without the tuner.

You may also want to experiment with the antenna connection to the receiver. The last leg of my
antenna runs outside for about 40 feet, so | connected that lead to the center conductor of the coax.
You may also want to leave one lead disconnected from the ground of the coax, it al depends on
your situation.

| have heard of some people using 5 conductor antenna rotator cable for this antenna with excellent
results so you may want to try this venue. | had to use magnet wire due to my requirements for an
almost invisible antenna, but you may not have that restriction.

OVERVIEW

My antenna seems to cover from about 5 Mhz to 21 Mhz fairly well with reception being peaked at
around 7-11 Mhz. But again, your results will vary depending on your instalation. My antennais
also about 150 feet long.

For areceiver, | use a Sony ICF 2001D... and as the famous active antenna ad goes (‘works almost
as good as longwires 100's of feet long) | would have to say the same about this one. And it only
costed me $1.00 for the wire!

If you have the chance, | seriously recommend trying out this solution to your antenna woes. It
should only take about 30 minutes to construct, and won't cost you hardly anything should it now
work for you.

If you would like to talk or add any helpful advice about this antenna, you can contact me at:
ANARC BBS - FIDONET Shortwave Echo

or write me at: 1715 Central Ave. Apt.3, Alameda, CA, 94501



